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A Fletcher Destroyer in War and Peace

The USS Colahan (DD-658), a Fletcher-class destroyer built dur-
ing World War II, fought her way across the Western Pacific in
1944-45, winning eight battle stars in the face of the Imperial
Japanese Navy. Her Pacific War story was told in The Original
Tomcat, published in four limited editions in 1994-97. Here is the
sequel, in which the Colahan gains five more battle stars off
Korea and serves staunchly in the Cold War before settling, at the
end, into a watery grave.

Old Tom

HOW IS THE ORIGINAL OLD TOM HIMSELF?

— Vice Admiral John S. McCain in a 1945 message to the USS Colahan

First Edition, December 1999



“Plank-Owners” of Old Tom, First Edition, December 1997
Robert G. Waite of El Cajon, California; Tom Ellis of Mansfield, Ohio; Merle D. Adams of

Valentine, Nebraska; Michael W. Patrylo of Maryland Heights, Missouri; Robert F. Darling of Beloit,
Wisconsin; Clyde D. Killion of Fremont, California; Paul B. Noel of Sonoma, California; H.L. Foster of
Peoria, Illinois; Ted Knudson of Kelso, Washington; Stuart Averill of Topeka, Kansas; Jim Kinduell of
Villa Hills, Kentucky; Royce L. Morgan of South San Francisco, California; Adolph Sokolski of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Ray P. Jones of Rye, New Hampshire; William E. Seibert of California
City, California; James E. Thompson of Neenah, Wisconsin; Henry S. Gaffin of Worcester,
Massachusetts; Roy L. Rowe of Paris, Arkansas; Kenneth E. Dillard of Arlington, Texas; George
Scott of Suffolk, Virginia; Theodore R. Rohde of Ashland, Massachusetts; Seth Weer of Constantine,
Michigan; Victor H. Schutrum of Hamburg, New York; George E. Lauder of St. Clair Shores,
Michigan; Howard Ralby of North Miami Beach, Florida; Frank E. DeBiasio Jr. of Topsham, Maine;
Dale Sullinger of Summerfield, Florida; John T. Spedding of Philadelphia; Mrs. Claire Stahl of
Philadelphia; Herbert W. Messinger of Starrucca, Pennsylvania; John J. Russell of San Diego;
George Whitney of Scottsdale, Arizona; Claude N. DeBuhr of Los Altos, California; Marcel Kyle of St.
Louis, Missouri; Rayburn D. Loughrige of Springfield, Missouri; Edwin J. Lejman of Raleigh, North
Carolina; William Flowers of Pataskala, Ohio; David Verhagen of Neenah, Wisconsin; Joseph
Galligan of Glendale, Arizona; Paul L. Adkisson of Grover Beach, California; Robert C. Marshall of
Houston, Texas; Fred Hoppis of Yakima, Washington; Donald W. Solomon of Menasha, Wisconsin;
Clete J. Huerter of Greeley, Colorado; William S. Davis III of Carlsbad, California; Jack E. Baker of
Hiawatha, Kansas; Richard Frohreich of Columbus, Mississippi; George M. Guy of Longford, Kansas;
Maurice N. Hansen of Dana Point, California; Bill Bross of Liberty Township, Ohio.
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Cover and Title Page Photo
Courtesy of Herb Messinger of Starrucca, Pennsylvania, who served aboard the USS Colahan in

the early Fifties. The destroyer is shown coming into San Diego Harbor no earlier than the fall of
1952. In the summer of that year, the Colahan received her tripod mast in a shipyard overhaul. She
had carried a flagpole mast during her Pacific War service, 1943-45, and also during her first Korean
War tour, 1951-52. The “Tomcat” was now “Old Tom.” She would look like this for the rest of her life.

The Story Continues . . .
Old Tom is a sequel to The Original Tomcat: A Fletcher Destroyer Goes to War, © 1995, Library of

Congress Catalog Control Number 95092735. 
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who loved her daddy’s stories


